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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Non-Final Office Action is in response to Applicant's submission filed 
December 12, 2003. Currently Claims 1-29 are pending. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 6 recites RSS 
wherein it is requested that all acronyms, upon their first recitation, be 'spelled out'. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Examiner interpreted claim 6 to read Really Simple Syndication (RSS) for the 
purposes of examination. 



Application/Control Number: 10/735,087 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3623 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4, 7-11, 13-14, 16-19, 21-26 and 28-29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Microsoft Project 2000 as evidenced by at least 
Pyron et al., Using Microsoft Project 2000 (2000; MS Project). 

Regarding Claims 1 , 10, 13 18 and 23 MS Project teaches a system and method 
for tracking the status of a workflow (project) comprising: 

- generating a weblog (log, journal, diary, web page/site, posting, discussion 
board, bulletin board, threaded discussion, etc.) to track an instance of the workflow 
(project; e.g. Project Central Home Page, messages, posted actions, tasks, etc;. Bullets 
1, 3-5, Page 22; Figures 15.3, 15.4, 15.5) , the workflow having a plurality of workflow 
steps, each step performed by at least one member (Personal Gantt, Figures 15.3, 
15.45), each of the members having at least one workflow role (e.g. project manager vs. 
team member, etc.; Figures 15.5 - project members posting project tasks/workflow step 
status); 

- assigning the at least one member to the weblog (e.g. personal home/project 
page, workgroups; TeamAssign; Steps 1-6, Pages 108-109; Figures 15.6, 15.8-15.9, 
15.45); and 
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- posting an entry in the weblog to indicate that a workflow action (project task) 
has occurred (TeamUpdate, Team Status Update, Timesheet; Paragraph 1, Page 118; 
Steps 1-4, Page 31; Figures 15.17-15.19; 15.28-15.29, 15.36). 

- a display screen, input device and server (website - project central server - 
browser; Figures 15. ,3, 15.10). 
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Regarding Claims 2, 14 and 24 MS Project teaches a system and method for 
tracking the status of a workflow wherein the workflow action comprises the completion 
of a workflow step (project task, Team Status; Steps 1-4, Pages 25-26; Pages 117, 122; 
Figure 15.15-15.17; Figure 15.36 - responding to a status report). 
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Team members receiving 
the TeamStatus message 
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Regarding Claims 3 and 25 MS Project teaches a system and method for 
tracking the status of a workflow wherein the workflow action comprises the execution of 
a workflow exception (status report: hot issues, change requests; late tasks, etc.; 
Figures 15.21, 15.34, 15.39). 

Figure 15.21, This icon displays the tracking status of the task. 
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Regarding Claims 4 and 19 MS Project teaches a system and method for 
tracking the status of a workflow further comprising posting an entry in a personal 
weblog (journal, diary, web page/site/form, discussion board, bulletin board, etc.) to 
indicate that the workflow action (project task) has occurred (TeamUpdate, Team Status 
Update, Timesheet - all update project and task status on the project central web site; 
Steps 1-4, Page 31; Figures 15.17-15.19; 15.28-15.29, 15.36). 

Figure 15.20. This message alerts you that the update has betn successfully sent to (he projc 
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Regarding Claims 7, 1 1 , 1 6, 21 , 26 and 28 MS Project teaches a system and 
method for tracking the status of a workflow wherein the posting of an entry in the 
workflow weblog (project central web site) is made in response to a posting of an entry 
in a personal weblog (e.g. project team members updated their personal Gantt chart 
and/or project tasks via their personal project home page which in turn updates the 
entire project website/log; TeamStatus; Steps 1-4, Pages 25-26; Pages 117, 122; 
Figure 15.15-15.17; Figure 15.36 - responding to a status report). 

Regarding Claims 8-9, 17, 22 and 29 MS Project teaches a method and system 
for tracking the status of a workflow further comprising limiting viewing of the contents of 
the weblog to a plurality of predetermined users wherein the predetermined users 
comprise at least one of the at least one members assigned to the weblog (access 
control, login, etc.; Figure on Page 20). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 5-6, 12, 15, 20 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Microsoft Project 2000 as evidenced by at least Pyron et al., Using 
Microsoft Project 2000 (2000; MS Project) as applied to claims 1-4, 7-11, 13-14, 16-19, 
21-26 and 28-29 above, and further in view of Official Notice. 

Regarding Claims 5-6, 12, 15, 20 and 27 MS Project teaches a system and 
method for tracking the status of a workflow further comprising aggregating the received 
entries into a weblog (Microsoft Project Central Home Page, Project Plan, etc.) as 
discussed above. 

MS Project does not expressly teach providing a feed to an aggregator wherein 
the feed comprises an RSS feed from a plurality of weblogs for syndication. 

Official notice is taken that providing a feed to an aggregator, the aggregator 
receiving entries from a weblog wherein the feed comprises provided an RSS feed from 
a plurality of weblogs for syndication is old and very well known wherein such 
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aggregators/RSS feeds provide a simple way to keep users informed of changes in a 
plurality of web sites, blogs, weblogs or other online content. 

Support for this officially cited fact can be found in at least the following 
references: 

• White, CMS Implementation-project management (2002; "There is 
reasonable justification with a project of this scope to use some form of 
collaborative platform and I have seen a Weblog used quite effectively to 
keep everyone on a project team informed and involved."; Last Paragraph, 
Page 3); 

• Gillmor, RSS Starting to catch on (2003; Column 2, Paragraphs 1-2; 
Column 3, Last Two Paragraphs, Page 19); and 

• Arnold, Social Software (2003; Column 1 , Last Paragraph; Column 2, 
Paragraph 1 , Page 30). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the online (web) system and method for tracking the status of a workflow as taught 
by MS Project would have benefited from utilizing web feeds/syndication (e.g. RSS) to 
provide team members with a summary of changes to the MS Project Central web 
site/pages (weblog) thereby enabling them to keep current on the projects 
status/progress and/or other new project-related information. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Frolick et al., U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0046134, teach a web-based 
(weblog) system and method for tracking the status of a workflow comprising creating a 
weblog to track an instance of a workflow having a plurality of workflow steps; assigning 
at least one member to the weblog and posting an entry in the weblog to indicated that 
a workflow action has occured. 

- Agnew, Collaboration On The Desktop (2000), teaches the old and well known 
utilization of collaboration tools such as bulletin boards (i.e. postings), messaging, 
threaded discussions and the like for tracking the status of a workflow. 

- Vu, How online diaries change knowledge management (2003), teaches a 
system and method for tracking the status of a workflow (groupware, project team 
collaboration) utilizing weblogs (blogging). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SCOTT L. JARRETT whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7033. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00AM - 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hafiz Tariq can be reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Scott L Jarrett/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3623 



